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vertebral column, but where it is due to tuberculous exu¬ 
date in the vertebral canal. 

In this direction, Kraske holds the appearance of posi¬ 
tive root symptoms at the inception of paralysis, of much 
diagnostic worth; their presence indicates exudation, 
and is against angular compression. He demonstrated 
that compression of the nerve roots through kyphotic 
deviation, cannot take place, and sudden paraplegia may 
be due to acute curvature. 

The operation has, under all circumstances, some 
weighty doubts, as the primary process in the bodies 
of the vertebra cannot be made out with any claim to 
certainty. 

Then the removal of the vertebral arches takes away 
important support of the vertebral column, so that devia¬ 
tion can, and is apt to follow. Going about is only pos¬ 
sible with a suitable corset. 

Kraske concludes that the operation of resection or 
trepanation is justifiable, only, when by other treatment 
the paralysis continues to augment, especially the bladder 
and rectum. F. P. N. 


THERAPEUTICAL. 

Treatment of Sciatica .—In “ Medecin Moderne,” 
May 12, 1892, there is an observation by Quenu concern¬ 
ing sciatica. The existence of severe pain due to 
deep-seated varices is universally admitted. Certain 
pains in the sciatic nerve are the result of deep-seated 
varicosities along its course. Whenever sciatica and 
perceptible varicosities co-exist, the first indication is 
palliative treatment in the form of external support. In 
a case cited, pain disappeared for two years with the use 
of an elastic stocking reaching to the groin. Blisters, 
the actual cautery, powers of chloride of methyl, etc., 
had proved unavailing. In conditions of sciatic pain and 
varicosities, the veins are often adherent to the nerve, 
exercising direct pressure and inducing neuritis. When 
the veins are disengaged, pain ceases. In two cases 
operated upon, this freedom has been maintained four¬ 
teen and five months respectively. L. F. B. 

Certain Organic Extracts .—In the “New York 
Medical Journal,” Jan. 28, 1893, Wm. A. Hammond, M.D., 
publishes a paper on the substances extracted from the 
brain and other organs, their preparation, and physio¬ 
logical, and therapeutical effects. According to the 
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author, organic beings assimilate from the nutritious 
matters they absorb the peculiar pabulum which each 
organ demands for its sustenance. The brain selects 
that part it requires and never takes liver nutriment. 
But in diseased conditions of the organs this power may 
be lost, and, as a consequence, disturbance of function or 
death may follow. Now, if we can obtain the peculiar 
matter that an organ requires and inject it directly into 
the blood, we do away with the performance of many 
vital processes which are accomplished only by the 
expenditure of a large amount of vital force. After a 
hypodermic dose of brain extract, the most notable 
effects observed were: increase in rate and strength of 
pulse; at the same time a feeling of distension in the 
head and flushing of face lasting only a few minutes; a 
feeling of exhileration continuing for several hours, to¬ 
gether with unusual mental activity; increase in the 
quantity of urine excreted ; a notable augumentation of 
the expulsive force of the bladder and peristaltic action 
of the intestines ; an increase in the muscular strength 
is noticed at once. The author found he could “ put up ” 
a 45-pound dumb-bell fifteen times with the right arm, 
and thirteen times with the left; while after a dose of 
the extract he could lift the weight forty-five times with 
the right arm and thirty-seven times with the left. In 
some elderly persons an increase in the power of vision 
is produced. The appetite and digestive power increases. 
The most notable effects are seen in the general lessen¬ 
ing of the phenomena accompanying advancing years. 
To the extract of brain tissue the author has given the 
name “ cerebrine.” He has employed it with decided 
advantage in cases of nervous prostration—the so-called 
neurasthenia—in insomnia due to cerebral hyperaemia, 
in migraine hysteria, general paralysis, hebephrenia, 
and epilepsy. These extracts should, he says, be given 
by hypodermic injections and not by mouth, as the 
gastric juice destroys their activity. Although having 
expressed the opinion that the substance extracted from 
the brain, and other organs, is the material required for 
the nutrition of the corresponding organs, he adds, that 
this is only a theory to which he is not not in the slight¬ 
est degree attached, although it is physiological and 
plausible. He considers it possible that the mixture of 
uric acid, alcohol, and glycerine, contained in the prep¬ 
aration may exert a metamorphic influence and cause 
the formation of a ferment having the power of restor- 
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ing to the weakened brain or other viscus the lost power 
of assimilation. A. F. 

Large Loses of Nitro- Glycerin. —(G. A. Him- 
melsbach, M.D., Medical News, Jan. 7, 1893). A man 
with angina pectoris was given gr. nitro-glycerin, 
but this dose being found to be too large, only gr. was 
administered, which succeeded for a long time in lessen¬ 
ing the severity of the attacks. The disease, however, 
grew worse, but the patient learned to anticipate the 
paroxysms some two minutes in advance of their onset, 
and would resort to nitro-glycerin which lessened or dis¬ 
pelled the attack like “magic.” He finally acquired the 
habit of taking from six to ten, gr. r fa triturates, ad libi¬ 
tum as a prophylactic dose. This amount was gradually 
increased until he took a total of one hundred and twenty, 
five, gr. fa triturates, in twenty-two hours; then for the 
eight succeeding days he took exactly one thousand , gr. -fa 
triturates, or a total of gr. xx. About this time nitrous 
oxide and oxygen in the proportion of 1 to 4 was admin¬ 
istered at the approach of a paroxysm, and by this means 
the glonoin was reduced to a minimum, and the patient 
suffered comparatively little pain. Brandy 5 ii several 
times daily seemed to be the only means of inducing 
restful sleep. He, himself, acquired the technique of 
administering the gas and went to his home, but died 
about two weeks later. A. F. 

The Preventive Treatment of Tetanus. —(T. 
W. Simmons, M.D., Medical News, Dec. 31, 1892). Re¬ 
move all foreign substance from the wound and tho¬ 
roughly cleanse the surface about it with a probe or 
olive-pointed hypodermic needle, made of gold, about 
two inches long and something longer than an ordinary 
hypodermic needle. With this attached to an ordinary 
syringe, inject into the wound, if sensitive, a 4 per cent, 
solution of cocaine and allow to remain a while. Then 
draw out any excess and inject the following: argenti 
nitratis grs. v, aquae §ss, hydrarg. or chloride corrosiv 
gr. ii, acidi carbolici gr. xv, alcoholis 5 ss. This opera¬ 
tion should be done as soon after injury as possible, and 
surely before granulation begins. A. F. 

Lxalgine in Painful Nervous Affections .— 
(Krauss, N. Y., Medical Journal, December 10, 1892). 
The experience of this writer in treating nervous affec¬ 
tions attended with pain by the use of exalgine is at 
variance with the statements of most writers. In nine 
cases, mostly neuralgia of the fifth nerve its use was 



